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New York trip catches 700 Club's attention
BY ANDREW TIMBIE
STAFF WRITER

The Taylor trip to New York
City last month has drawn the
attention of national media such
as the Christian Broadcasts
Network (CBN), who arrived on
Taylor's campus Monday, Nov. 5.
CBN is an organization that
prepares the world for the com
ing of Christ through mass com
munication.
To help reach this goal, CBN
has sent Julie Blim, a reporter
and producer, all over the country
to cover stories on revival as a
result of the Sept. 11 attacks. As
a result, Blim came to Taylor.
"At CBN, we are having what
we call '50 days of prayer,' to try
and encourage individuals and
churches to pray for renewed and
strengthened faith in their lives.
So we are trying to put on some
thing as often as we can about a
church or campus and what they
are doing in that area," Julie said.
According to Dr. David
Gyertson, president of Taylor
University, CBN heard about
Taylor's involvement in the
World Trade Center tragedy
through material he had complet
ed for one of his weekly syndi

cated shows in Canada. His pro
ducer passed along the material
to CBN News and 700 Club pro
ducers who decided to add Taylor
as part of their total package on
revival across America.
After arriving on campus and
taping part of Monday's chapel
service, the CBN crew worked
the rest of the day interviewing
different people involved with
the New York City trip and
Taylor's spiritual growth. Four
students were interviewed on
camera concerning their experi
ences in New York.
Lauren Thompson, a junior
transfer, is one of the students
chosen to be interviewed.
"I refuse to take the glory for
being interviewed. I just pray that
the Lord is able to use my flesh to
speak," she said.
"1 want people to know that it
is as honor to serve the Lord on
Taylor's campus," Thompson
said. "We don't have to go to
New York in the middle of crisis
to serve the Lord. He gives us
opportunities every day here to
do the same thing."
Dr. Richard Allen Farmer, the
Dean of the Chapel, commented
on the validity of a spiritual
awakening that CBN is hoping to
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PRESIDENT DR. GYERTSON TALKS with 700 Club reporter and producer Julie Blim about spiritual ram
ifications of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Blim also talked with Dr. Farmer, dean of chapel, and four stu
dents. Blim is currently traveling all over the country to cover similar incidents.
find on Taylor's campus.
attribute that to growth spiritual aired within the next few weeks.
The 700 Club will announce to
"I think a lot of [spiritual] stuff ly and the grace of God being
is happening. I don't think a lot of more prevalent in their lives," he campus when the Taylor segment
will be aired. If Taylor will not be
it is public, but I now speak to said.
students who I know to have
According to Blim, this news able to get the show on-air, the
been struggling and seem to be segment is about 45 minutes segment will be available on the
getting better now. I can only long, and she hopes to have it web.

Oliver North at IWU WOW turns minds towards missions
•

BY TAB BAMFORD
SPORTS EDITOR

In front of an emotionally
charged, flag waving crowd
Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North
spoke about patriotism and the
need for military volunteers at
Indiana Wesleyan Tuesday night.
In what was titled "A Rally for
America," North, who is most
famous for his testifying in the
Iran-Contra trial of 1986, opened
his humor-laden speech by prais
ing President George W. Bush for
his efforts to combat terrorism.
North quoted statistics compar
ing Bush to other recent presi
dents, including Ronald Reagan,
the president North served. He
stated that Reagan wanted to
fight terrorists when Libya was
attacked, but no other country
would back him up in the
endeavor; Bush took 26 days to
get the entire world to join our
side. North also postulated that
the United States will win this
war.
North's remarks were focused
on America's response to the

recent crises. The former terror
ism expert in the Reagan admin
istration said the media's dealing
with the actions of September 11
was very good and well bal
anced. However, as the specula
tion of further attacks began, the
media lost their focus. North
claimed that many of the
"experts" on terrorism the net
works are using in their telecasts
have limited knowledge of the
subject matter.
North then moved on to call the
nation to arms. He spoke about
experiences he has had through
his television show, which deals
with war heroes. He shared a few
anecdotes from his show, noting
that all of the veterans he shared
with said they felt a sense of duty
to serve their country; this sense
of necessity was gone, according
to North, until the recent
tragedies. There has been signifi
cant increase in numbers joining
the service after that attacks.
"I submit to you, my dear
friends that this country is worth
fighting for," said North.

BY CLAIRE BALSBAUGH
STAFF WRITER

Taylor students opened their
eyes and turned their minds
toward global missions during
this World Opportunities Week.
The week was dedicated to cre
ating global awareness on
Taylor's campus.
Students had many opportuni
ties to meet with mission repre
sentatives, explore job possibili
ties in the mission field and be
challenged by featured speaker,
George Verwer.
Verwer's messages emphasized
every Christian's ability to serve
as a missionary. His obvious pas
sion for Christ and missions was
an inspiration to become more
globally minded.
Verwer founded and continues
to
work
with
Operation
Mobilization, a ministry that pro
motes evangelism, discipleship
training and church planting.
Student co-directors Natasha
Byars and Matt Prentice and a
19-member student cabinet spent
months in prayerful preparation

for WOW.
"Our vision for WOW was that
every student would be chal
lenged to evaluate his or her
place in missions, whether it be
going to the mission field, work
ing in a mission field home
office, stirring up support for
missions in their home church,
going on short term mission trips
or by financial support," Prentice
said.
Representatives from nearly 50
mission organizations were on
campus throughout the week.
The DC was filled with display
tables about dozens of opportuni
ties to serve God around the
world. Mission representatives
led Bible studies in dorms and
spoke in classes to give students
an inside look at the day-to-day
life of a missionary and a more
complete perspective of God's
world wide work.
"This much needed week of
learning about other countries
and international Christian
organizations has the potential to
change lives - which is what it

•

did for me last year," sophomore
Allie Foster said.
As a result of WOW, Foster
was able to explore the mission
opportunities available to her and
spend last summer in South
Africa.
For the second year, students
were encouraged to attend semi
nar sessions on topics ranging
from technology in missions to
AIDS. The seminars were intend
ed to draw students from all
majors.
Lisa Doot, seminar night coor
dinator said, "Seminar night is a
good place to see what is going
on in your field of interest around
the world."
WOW reaffirmed the need for
missionaries at home and abroad.
"God calls each one of us to be
an active part in the Great
Commission, whether that would
be going overseas in places like
Afghanistan and India, working
in the inner cities here in the
states or even missions within
our own families," Senior, Nate
Becker said.

NOVEMBER 9,2001 • THE ECHO •

Opinion
L e t t e r s
I

am writing this in response to a
letter to the editor that was
published in the October 26
issue.
The writer wrote about how
she went through depression and
there was no one at Taylor who
was there to help her through her
hard times. This article made me
mad and I think that it was not
only incorrect but also inappro
priate.
The writer said that no one
came to her aid when she was
depressed over her parents'
divorce and she stated that that
might have been the same with
Katrina Wahl. Well, the writer
obviously didn't attempt to find
out about Katrina because, if she
did, then she would have knownthat Katrina showed zero symp
toms of someone who was going
to commit suicide.
When talking about her own
depression the writer said, "it

W

hen the Farmer family
moved to Indiana in the
summer of 1999,1 thought we'd
be here for at least four years.
Whenever a faculty or staff per
son leaves the employ of a uni
versity, we are aware that we are
leaving in the middle of some
one's
college
experience.
However, if we stay four years,

SUMMER JOB...
BR MISSION TRIPP

we've completed one cycle. I had
intended for one incoming class
to have me as their campus pastor
for their full four years.
However, my Rosemary, to
whom I have been married for 20
years, wants to live in Dallas
again. We lived in Dallas for 7
years prior to coming to Taylor
and she is most at home there.
Our 8 year old only child,
Timothy, is flexible and could
live almost anywhere. At the end
of last academic year, Rosemary
began to seriously bring up the
idea of relocation.
I wanted to give at least anoth
er year of service to Taylor
University, so we compromised.

I moved my wife and son to
Dallas, where Timothy began the
third grade and my wife works at
the University of Dallas.
As for me, I commute to Dallas
every 3-4 weeks and live in an
apartment here. I have submitted
my letter of resignation to my
supervisor,
Walt Campbell
(Associate Vice President/Dean
of Students), effective May 31,

Available for the
fall semester

www.ShDrtJermHissms.com

t h e

time for the entire community.
About a month before Katrina
committed suicide I had to deal
with the same situation. One of
my good friends from
high
school took his own life. This
was totally new to me and I did
n't know how to handle the situ
ation.
One thing I do know is that it
is because of the loving people at
Taylor that I have been able to
cope with it. Two days later, I
found three sympathy cards in
my mailbox. I will never forget
the people who sent those cards.
I have a small group that is
always there to listen when I
want to talk about it. Even today
I am still asked how I'm dealing
with things. It is great and I can't
express my thanks enough to the
compassionate people here.

Range,
Refrigerator
and Water furnished
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"I may disagree with what you
have to say, but I shall defend, to
the death, your right to say it."
-Voltaire (1694 - 1778)

seems my wingmates knew I
wasn't well and decided to
ignore it." I would bet anything
that that was not the case.
Her depression started at the
beginning of her freshman year,
so if she put on a quiet and lazy
persona right away then people
might assume that that's her. It is
also easy to avoid people and go
unnoticed if you really want to.
If she really wanted help then
help would have gotten to her.
The writer says she is not plac
ing blame of Katrina's death on
Taylor, but talking about how no
one helped her is doing exactly
that.
What she should have written
about is how she got over
depression, not how Taylor
ignored her problems. That
sounds to me like you are plac
ing blame and that is not some
thing that should be said or writ
ten about during a very tough

ONE & Two BEDROOM
APARTMENTS
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Located at Second Street and
Joyce Avenue
Call Nancy Holmes
@ 664 - 4735

rratemffies - Sororities - Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2000 this semester with the easy
Campusfundraiser.com three hour fundraising event. Does not
involve credit card applications. Fundraising dates are filling quickly,
so call today! Contact Campusfundraiser.com at (888)923-3238, or
visit www.campusfundraiser.com.
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-Nate Pietrini

2002.

My three years at Taylor
University have been most stim
ulating, challenging and joyfilled.
I leave with mixed emotions. I
will be saddened to leave those
among whom I have enjoyed an
enriching preaching ministry.
However, I will be glad to get
back to my wife and son.
-Richard Allen Farmer,
Dean of the Chapel

E d i t o r

Thank you to everyone who wrote in reguarding Taylathon. This is the
last week the Echo will be accepting Taylathon letters for publication.

am writing in response to last
week's letter signed by 19
Taylor University faculty. I am
sorry I have to disagree with my
friends and colleagues, and I
know that I risk the appearance
of being politically incorrect.
With so much interest in this
topic, it seems that it may
become the defining issue of the
decade for Taylor, but I hope not.
When I was an active staff
member at Taylor I had the duty
of reading through many hun
dreds of anonymous responses
from alumni of the '90's decade
on the topic of "how to improve
Taylor." Never once in those sur
veys did alumni relate sexism on
campus with the Taylathon.
Taylor's Upland campus is
coeducational, with almost equal
numbers of men and women.
During my time on campus, I
was always glad to see that
women were not required to do
everything that men do - they are
free to do as they please.
For those who have never
attended the race, I urge you to
come and see for yourselves. It is
a very competitive event, for
both men and women, and the
participants have sacrificed valu
able time to prepare thoroughly.
I have to admit that I think the
massage bit is silly, but if I were
to ride as fast and as far as the
men do, I might change my
mind.
I believe that it is important for
all of us to examine our Christian
witness in all that we do and all
that we are. In the process, how
ever, I hope and pray that we will
never lose our ability to laugh at
ourselves.
-Jack Letarte,
Retired Taylor Staff

I

Miss Your Family?
Join ours at

Union Chapel Baptist Church
6049 E 300 S
(just 7 miles west of Taylor off Hwy 22)
www.unionchapel.org
765-674-7793

fter reading the article
igned by several socially
aware faculty members, we
would like to express our grati
tude for their public stance on
the issue of taylathon.
As women at Taylor, we daily
encounter not only the sarcasm
and
belittlement
directed
towards one woman's concern
regarding sexism on Taylor's
campus, but also towards any
voice we give the subject.
We're concerned about the lack
of female professors represented
in most departments, our depri
vation of academic and personal
mentors, and the general miseducation rampant on the campus
regarding feminism. We're sup
posed to replace these concerns,
however, with time spent over an
oven baking cookies for boys in
order to prove ourselves domes
tic enough to win that ring that
we're evidently in college to
earn.
We're not proposing that we
shave our heads and shun wear
ing dresses, but as we express
our ideas we'd like to receive
respect and admiration.
Our ultimate goal is to see a
change of attitude in the hearts of
both men and women here at
Taylor and to see people who
aren't afraid of egalitarianism.

A"

-Brooke Puckett, Meredith
Brown, and Loretta Gorevin

Letters
TO THE

EDITOR

Letters to the Editor must be
received in our offices by 6 p.m.
on Wednesday and be 450 words
or less in order to be published in
the coming Friday's issue. Letters
should include a daytime tele
phone nymber and signature.
Anonymous letters will be accept
ed on a limited basis, provided
they have been given direct
approval by the Editor. You can
write to us off-campus at:
The Echo, Taylor University
236 W. Reade Ave.,
Upland, IN 46989-1001
On-campus at:
The Echo, Rupp Communications
Building or via e-mail at:
echo@tayloru.edu
The opinions expressed in Letters to the
Editor do not necessarily represent The
Echo, or its staff or Taylor University.

A&E
Hamlet'
BY SUZANNE JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

Taylor University's fall theater
production, "Hamlet," opens this
evening in Mitchell Theater.
Abounding with mystery, sus
pense, intrigue, deception, irony
and comedy, Shakespeare's fore
most tragedy is sure not to disap
point.
"Expect surprises from the
very beginning," advises sopho
more Josh Stamoolis, who
makes his third Taylor Theater
appearance as Hamlet, the Prince
of Denmark.
This production is the first
opportunity that Stamoolis and
many of the cast members have
had to participate in the staging
of a Shakespearean play.
"If s in the wide range of emo
tions demanded of the actors, the
depth and irony of the plot and
the eloquence of the language
that the beauty of Shakespeare,
"Hamlet" in particular, is born,"
said Stamoolis.

Movie

brings
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"All the world's a stage, and all the men and
women merely players..."
-William Shakespeare

Shakespeare

Senior Lynn Kenny, a veteran
interpretation and reinterpretaconfines of specific period attire,
of Taylor Theater, returns to the tion of his plays. We've taken the costume crew has been work
stage as Queen Gertrude. For those liberties necessary to make ing diligently to mingle the fash
her, working with Shakespeare is this play a relevant commentary
ions of various cultures and time
exciting
an
periods in a
challenge.
manner
that
"There's a
succeeds aes
double
thetically. The
ing to
result is an
thing. We're
eclectic combi
always playing
nation of styles,
with different
exhibiting
levels of sub
influences from
text,"
said
to
medieval
Kenny.
modem.
"Hamlet" is
Another area
the first play
of creativity is
that director
the
set.
Dr.
Oliver
Extending
Hubbard has
Photo by Bryan Smith beyond its tra
repeated in his JOSH STAMOOLIS tries out his Shakespearean costume during a dress ditional bound
26 year career rehersal for the Taylor University theater production of "Hamlet".
aries, the stage
at Taylor University. This year's for
our
audience
today. "breeds intimacy with the audi
production of "Hamlet" is in Audience members will see this ence," says Stamoolis.
conjunction with the bi-annual creative license exercised in sev
For those who struggled to
C.S. Lewis Colloquium.
eral areas," explained Hubbard.
understand Shakespeare in high
"One of the things that makes
One of these areas is costum school, never fear. Hubbard has
Shakespeare so interesting is the ing. Rather than adhering to the
taken some liberties with the text

Review

to

life

as well.
"We changed some of the
archaic words that no one would
know. We want people to walk
away with more than the 'gist' of
the play; we want the audience to
achieve a real understanding of
the content and ideas," said
Kenny.
"Hamlet" is the tragic history of
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, who
returns home from school for the
king's funeral, only to find that
his mother, Queen Gertrude, has
married his father's brother. A
frightful apparition of the dead
king haunts Hamlet, imploring
him to uncover the truth behind
the sordid estate of the monarchy.
The deceit of those around him
drives Hamlet to a frenzy that
convinces all he has gone mad.
In genuine Shakespearean fash
ion, much fencing and death
ensues in the process.
"If you've never experienced
Taylor Theatre, now is your
time," said Kenny.

Monsters,

i n c .

Cosgrove and Rogers wade through the new releases so you don t have to waste your time
PRESTON COSGROVE:

plot and the subtleties of the
Well, I have to hand it to Pixar. characters. Pixar's animation has
The company that put out those surpassed that of "Toy Story 2",
great "Toy Story" movies is back and it is certainly evident. Boo's
at it again with the wonderful child-like gestures are captured
"Monsters, Inc." This film cap perfectly, and the hair on Sulley's
tured my attention from the start body moves with the wind as if
as we were introduced to-a dif
he were a real stuffed animal. For
ferent
world
named me, the facial expressions of Boo
Monstropolis. Monsters of all and Sulley were reason enough
variety inhabit Monstropolis, but for me to see this movie.
the movie takes place in the lives
The one thing this movie does
of Sulley, a giant blue-haired not have that the "Toy Story"
yeti, and Mike, a green-skinned
films did is plenty of humor. But
monster that is basically a walk I don't think that "Monsters, Inc."
ing eyeball. Sulley and Mike is supposed to be completely
work at Monsters, Inc., a job that about humor. While this may not
entails entering earth through the be the funniest movie you see all
year, its lack of comedy is not a
closets of children, scaring them
and collecting their screams, flaw. It deals more with the warm
heart of a big, blue yeti, rather
which in turn power the city.
Add to that plot the emergence than with the sarcastic comments
of a human girl nicknamed Boo of Mike, the little green monster.
this
movie
funny?
and the challenge to return her to Was
her home, the attempted cover- Somewhat. Was it entertaining?
up of a massive conspiracy with Absolutely. Was it worth seeing?
in the company, Sulley's scare- You bet.
record competition with the evil RATING:
and surly Randall and Sulley's
growing affection for Boo. Now
I'm not too sure what child
genius is going to be able follow
all this at once. That leads me to
believe that maybe this movie is
more fun for the adults to watch.
The greatness of "Monsters,
Inc." lies in the uniqueness of the POPCORN WITH EXTRA BUTTER

JENNY ROGERS:
COSGROVE & ROGERS
MOVIE RATING SYSTEM

POPCORN
W/ITH EXTRA BUTTER

O

MICROWAVE POPCORN

LIGHT POPCORN

BURNT POPCORN

%
UNPOPPED KERNELS
Illustrations by Heather Barnes

Disney's newest film,
"Monsters, Inc." plays on the
universal childhood fear that
something is hiding in the closet
or under the bed, just waiting for
the lights to go out.
Every night hundreds of mon
sters at Monsters, Inc. (MI), line
up in front of doors that magical
ly open into the rooms of little
children. But these friendly,
wouldn't-hurt-a-fly monsters are
not being mean when they make
these nightly visits to frighten
kids; they are just doing their
job. The city of Monstropolis is
in the midst of an energy crisis
and is run on power created by
the screams of children.
One night Mi's top Scarer,
Sulley (John Goodman) stum
bles upon a project his arch-rival
is doing after hours and acciden
tally lets a little girl into the
monster world. Sulley forms a
sweet, fatherly relationship with
the girl he calls Boo as he and his
partner Mike (Billy Crystal) try
to get her home, foiling a secret
plot by the corporation's presi
dent to kidnap children.
The film follows the cinematic
tradition of "Toy Story" and "A
Bug's Life". It is a wonderful
story meant to help children
overcome their fear of things that

go bump in the night and intelli
gent enough to entertain adults
as well.
Maybe 1 am sentimental.
Maybe it's because the holidays
bring out the kid in me. Or
maybe it's because I get emo
tional around this time of the
month. Whatever the reason, I
admit that 1 laughed out loud and
even got choked up at the end of
the film. Goodman and Crystal
are hilarious as the loveable
monsters and create enough
energy themselves to carry the
film, and the little girl is so
adorable.
At the end of the film the mon
sters learn that the laughter of
children creates more power than
their screams, sending a message
to the film industty that a clean,
lighthearted film can be more
profitable than one filled with
violence and sex. I give this film
a Popcorn with Extra Butter.
RATING:

POPCORN WITH EXTRA BUTTER
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- NY Yankee Hall of Fame catcher Yogi Berra

MoYin' on up: Volleyball ranked 9 in nation
players and Coach Fincannon, showed signs of life in a 30-21
have not let their successes win, before coming back to earth
and being crushed in the final
inflate the hubris of the squad.
The women's volleyball has
"Coach really drilled it into our game 30-17. The victory fol
kept up its winning ways over
heads that we had to take each lowed a win over Grace that
the past week.
On Nov. 3 the Lady Trojans team and each game at a time," clinched the MCC title for the
said sophomore Jennifer Hale. women with an unblemished
defeated Georgetown, ranked
tenth
nationally.
Taylor's "We've got our minds on the ulti- record of 7-0 in the conference.
"We've worked really hard and
progress con- ===== -mate goal, but
tinued when
we don't want to we've earned this, so we're really
get ahead of our excited," said freshman Lindsay
they moved
Diehm. "But we're trying not to
selves."
up in the latC*/7C/
let it affect us, our record's 0-0 as
Georgetown
est NA1A poll
was ceremoni far as anyone's really con
to be ranked
cerned."
ously welcomed
number 9th,
By defeating the Georgetown
to Upland for
higher than
team
Taylor avenged a loss they
Senior Day last
they
have
suffered
at Georgetown's hands
weekend,
as
they
ever
been
earlier
in
the season. At that time
and
the
Lady
ranked during
. .
,
. ,
— —
was
10-3 on the season,
Taylor
the tenure of - LinClSSy DlGNlTI Trojans played a
but
that
loss
sparked the current
Coach Angie
'
match worthy of
run
of
28
games
during which
the
teams'
high
rankings.
Fincannon.
the
Trojans
have
lost
only one
Taylor
won
the
first
game
30"We're really just so pleased,
match.
25
and
in
the
second
overcame
a
it's a very big pat on the back"
Last night the Lady Trojans
two point deficit late in the game
said head coach Fincannon.
hosted
a first round game in the
to
pull
out
the
win,
33-21.
The
"That's a lot of people telling you
MCC
Tournament.
Goshen was
rally
was
sparked
by
senior
that you can play good volley
•
welcomed
to
Upland
with a loss
Cathy
Leiva,
who
had
two
criti
ball."
cal blocks down the stretch to 3-1. The win moved the Lady
As the Lady Trojans continue
key the win. Leiva finished with Trojans' record on the season up
their ascent through the national
to 38-4 (7-0 in the MCC during
19 kills and 16 digs.
ranks, the team remains focused
the regular season).
Following that, Georgetown
on winning and, according to
BY ANDREW LARSON

STAFF WRITER

We've worked
redllV lldM
we've earned
this, so we're
really excited.
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SENIOR OUTSIDE HITTER CATHY LEIVA spikes the ball
over two opponents during a recent match.

Yogi was right about it being over

BY TAB BAMFORD
SPORTS EDITOR

When will the fat lady ever
sing? When will the final horn
sound? When will it finally be
over?
These are the magical ques
tions that were not answered at
the right time for numerous
teams last week. As the Chicago
Bears, my Chicago Bears, beat
two teams in the overtime and
the World Series saw three
games end in the home team's
final at bat, the comeback is sud
denly back in style. What is it
about sports that make endings
so crucial?
The Bears scored 25 points in
the fourth quarter and overtime
against the San Francisco 49ers
to win the game on a dramatic
interception return for a touch
down. This began a week during
which the comeback again
became a fashionable sports
trend.
In the fourth and fifth games of
the series, the New York Yankees
were able to mount comebacks
the likes of which the game had
never seen. Only four previous
times in the history of the series
had a team come back from a

two-run deficit in the bottom of
the ninth inning. The Yankees
did it on consecutive nights with
home runs. They seemed to be a
team of destiny, looking to win
their fourth consecutive World
Series title and, having won three
games in a row, to be one from
the ring.
Then came the next Sunday.
The Bears again trailed in the
fourth quarter, but this time it
was more dire straights. They
were down by 14 with 30 sec
onds left in the game. They
scored a touchdown and kicked
the extra point to be within
seven. Then the Bears recovered
the onside kick, and three plays
later a backup caught a deflected
pass in the end zone to tie the
game. In the extra period the
same player that had returned the
interception for a touchdown the
week before did it again, and the
Bears were again victorious.
Later that night the Yankees
and D-Backs would renew their
series with the final game.
Mariano Rivera was referred to
as "the greatest relief pitcher in
the history of post season base
ball" every time he warmed up in
the New York Yankees' bullpen

during the World Series. He had
converted on 24 of 25 save
opportunities going into the sev
enth game. He came into the
game with a lead. The commen
tators said the game was over.
The D-Backs scored two runs to
win the game. The most dramat
ic World Series of all time had
ended in the fashion that had
made it a classic, but with the
other team winning.
So, in one week, the profes
sional sports world saw five of
the most incredible, least proba
ble endings to games in the his
tory of either sport. Apparently
teams are no longer "mailing it
in." The game is no longer over
when a team takes a lead, which
is refreshing.
I'll admit that I have become a
reasonable pessimist when it
comes to professional sports.
When I saw a reliever for the DBacks give up tying and winning
home runs on two straight nights,
1 thought the series was fixed.
Oh yeah, and as for my Bears,
not only are they, again, the
Monsters of the Midway, but
they appear to be back in the sad
dle and ready for another Super
Bowl Shuffle.

